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SPRING 2018 NEWSLETTER 

OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER! 
Welcome to the first issue of the For Goodness Sake newsletter! Over the last few years, For Goodness 
Sake has grown from a tiny community—a small group of dedicated volunteers and a handful of 
passionate fans—to thousands of people supporting our mission. Incredibly, we’ve gone from a dozen 
or so volunteers to over a hundred, and our Facebook fan base skyrocketed from 1,500 in January 
2016, to 2,000 in January 2017, to over 3,000 today! There’s a lot going on, and we hope this 
newsletter will help everyone feel connected.   

KENDRA’S CORNER 
What an amazing ride this has been! We opened up our 
doors out of my 3-car garage in June of 2013 and now 
here we are, 2018, with over 800 families served in 
Bristol and the local communities, and over 100 
volunteers helping us along the way. 
 
This started as a simple idea. Three people who 
believed in the basic goodness within people and the 
understanding that people WANT to help—you just 
have to make it easy for them. The seed was planted out 
of an overflow situation at St. Vincent DePaul. Women 
and their children were leaving the shelter with nothing 
but an apartment key and whatever they could carry. 
This just didn’t sit well. People, without exception, 
need a safe place to lay their heads. To raise their families. To begin to root so in turn, they can grow. 
 
That’s where we come in. Our mission is to provide direct aid, such as furniture and household goods 
to individuals and families making the transition from homelessness to independent living.  
 
Every donor, every volunteer, every contribution, every Facebook share/like . . . is how we are able to 
continue this mission. We recognize this and could not be more grateful for the opportunities that 
have been presented to us. 
 
With compassion rooted in human dignity, our work transforms empty living spaces into homes. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Kendra Morales 
President/Founder, For Goodness Sake 

How far we’ve come! 
Early days at the old warehouse 

http://www.forgoodnessake.org/
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PLEASE JOIN US! 
4th ANNUAL PLATE AT THE TABLE FUNDRAISER  
 
On Tuesday, May 22, we will host our 4th annual fundraising dinner, this time at Kinsmen Brewing in 
Southington. The need in our community is great, our client waiting list is long, and the money 
donated at this annual event will make a huge difference, helping to keep our doors open to serve our 
clients’ needs. All the items in our raffle and silent auction are donated, so every dollar contributed, 
including sponsorships, ticket sales, and cash donations will go to support our mission to provide 
direct aid, used furniture and household goods, to individuals and families making the transition to 
independent living.  
 
In case you haven’t heard, we’re making a big announcement at the dinner! 
 
Please join us! Tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased online at www.forgoodnessake.org. 
They’re going fast! 
 
2018 Donations for Raffle / Silent Auction 
(partial list) 

4 tickets to Patriots vs. Green Bay Packers 
2 pit tickets to see Keith Urban at Mohegan Sun  
$100 gift card to Pints & Plates 
Apple Watch 
$250 room painting donation 
4 Uconn Football Tix 
2 tix to Imagination Station 
Flips Gymnastics party for 10 
Horseback riding lessons 
Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP) lessons 
2-person hot air balloon ride 
Amazon Echo Show 
30 lbs. Mulch delivered 
4-person Wine Tasting Dinner@ Anthony Jacks 
2-person overnight at Algonquin in NY 
Chippanee Country Club - Golf 
Greenwoods Country Club - Golf 
Fairview Farm - Golf 
J Timothy’s Restaurant gift cards 
Lake Compounce Tickets 
Red Sox vs. Astros Tickets 
Palace Theater, 2 Jersey Boys Tickets 
Yard Goat Tickets 
 
Some of our Sponsors 

$1,000 sponsor – Yarde Metals 
$500 sponsor-Om Center in Watertown 
$500 sponsor-Mr. William O Dawson III 
$250 sponsor-Consulting Ophthalmologists 
$250 sponsor-David Haberfeld 
 

http://www.forgoodnessake.org/
http://www.forgoodnessake.org/
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VOLUNTEER UPDATE 
We would be nowhere without our 
volunteers. All of us are volunteers—For 
Goodness Sake has no paid staff—and our 
recent growth is thanks 100% to our 
volunteers! We have been extremely 
successful in recruiting over 100 new 
volunteers at FGS since October 2017!  We 
have implemented an amazing new web-
based program called Volgistics, where our 
volunteers can log in, set up a profile, and 
schedule their own shifts! Let me know if 
you need to get set up in Volgistics.  There 
are some great features that we are excited 
to start using, such as birthdays, 
anniversaries, lifetime service hours, and 
more!  Stay tuned for more updates! 
 
Kerry Walsh 
Director of Volunteer Coordination 

PARTNER AGENCY UPDATE 
For Goodness Sake would not be able to help so many families without the support of our partner 
agencies. On March 2 and April 6, we welcomed over 35 caseworkers from several agencies to tour our 
warehouse and learn more about what we offer our community. 
 
We now partner with close to 40 agencies!  
 
We welcome our newest partners:  

• The American Red Cross 

• City of Hartford Community Engagement 

• City of New Britain Disability Services, Friendship Service Center  

• LISA, Inc. 

• New Britain Housing Authority 

• Plainville Social Services 

• Safe Haven of Greater Waterbury 

• The Connection, Inc.  

• Waterbury Housing Authority 
 
As we grow our relationships with agencies across Connecticut, we increase the 
number of families we help to make a home. 
 
Diana Jusino 
Director of Agency and Donor Relations 

 

Our Volunteers of the Month for March,  
the Jusino Family! 

http://www.forgoodnessake.org/
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FURNITURE DRIVE SUCCESS! 
On Saturday, March 31, we had an incredibly successful furniture drive in Wethersfield. Our 
volunteers Joe and Jessica Aguiar set it all up—from arranging a location for the drive to promoting it 
with flyers, radio spots, social media, and simple word of mouth.  
 
About a dozen other volunteers joined Joe and Jess to accept drop offs at the Eleanor Buck Wolf 
Nature Center in Wethersfield and do a few pickups, and we filled our FGS truck and another, larger 
truck! The generosity of the Wethersfield community was overwhelming, and our warehouse was filled 
to bursting! 
 
The furniture drive was so successful, we’re planning to do more of them. Anyone who wants to do one 
in their area, just let Kerry or Jonathan know, and we’ll tell you how to get started! 

http://www.forgoodnessake.org/
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GRANT UPDATE 
For Goodness Sake has identified several foundations as potential new funding sources and plans to 
submit letters of intent and/or formal applications.  Here are updates on current grants and/or grant 
applications: 
  
Allstate Grant:  Thank you to Allstate volunteer, Alexander Pezzulo, for being a positive force for 
change in our community. Alexander gave his time and enabled For Goodness Sake to receive an 
Allstate Foundation Helping Hands Grant. The Allstate Foundation supports the causes that Allstate 
agency owners, financial specialists and employees care about most by providing Helping Hands 
Grants to nonprofits where they volunteer their time to bring out the good in their communities. 
  
Bank of America Foundation:  For Goodness Sake applied for funding in January 2018 and 
should receive word on the status of our application in mid-late June. 
  
Community Development Block Grant:  For Goodness Sake is currently working on its 3rd 
quarterly report for this grant, which ends on June 30th.  The grant covers rent and insurance. 
  
Rotary Club of Bristol Grant:  For 
Goodness Sake recently received a $1,000 
grant to support families needing assistance 
beyond what is provided by our warehouse—
small kitchen appliances, cleaning supplies, 
child proofing/safety items, etc.  Rotary 
funding will allow us to purchase items to fill 
this gap, waive the $20 delivery fee for those 
without their own transportation, and/or 
support ongoing costs, such as warehouse rent 
and insurance, which are our largest 
operational expenses.  
  
Thomaston Savings Bank 
Foundation:  For Goodness Sake recently 
submitted a mid-year grant report and plans to 
apply to the foundation again in 2018.  The 
foundation’s 2018 application was released on 
May 1st.  
  
Kim Carmelich 
Grant Writer 

 
 
 
 

Thanks to the Rotary Club grant and generous 
individual donors, each client brings home some 

cleaning and personal hygiene items. 

QUICK FACTS JANUARY – APRIL 2018 

86 families served, including 21 Hurricane Maria relocations 

186 furniture donations: 

• 103 drop-offs at the warehouse from donors 

• 56 pickups 

• 27 donors from the Wethersfield Furniture Drive 
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